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Reviewer's report:

General 

This article is a general overview of the European project PHEWE and do not detailled the method and 
results used in the different sub-project. It should be published to introduce more detailled articles focusing 
on each of the studies quoted in this article : temperature -mortality and morbidity relationship, HHWWS, 
health impact assessment, public health actions. 

The discussion could be further developped to focus on the organisation of the project and on its outcomes,
especially regarding the discussion on the HHWWS and on the policy and preventive actions. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Major Compulsory Revisions (that the author must respond to before a decision on publication can be 
reached) 

None 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Minor Essential Revisions (such as missing labels on figures, or the wrong use of a term, which the author 
can be trusted to correct) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Discretionary Revisions (which the author can choose to ignore) 

In the background chapter, data on cold impact should be added. There is a large discussion of the impact 
of the heat but nothing about cold. Regarding heat impact, the population at-risk should be checked to add 
workers and infants. 

In the methods: why using maximal apparent temperature for all cities, and mean apparent temperature for 
Barcelona? 

Exposure modeling: results of previous studies are quoted, wihtout giving the reference. 

HHWWS: the objectives of the HHWWS are not stated. Therefore, it is meaningless to speak of a warning 
system. Please state clearly the objectives of the system that was developped. 

Discusssion: the discussion on the interest of standardized protocol for HHWWS is unclear. 
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